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. Introduction

In the framework of the UN decade of education for sustainable development, the
UNESCO offices in the Arab region held their first workshop in September 2005 on the
role of education and training for sustainable development. This second workshop was
inaugurated in May 2007 on Enhancing Teachers” Competencies in Education for
sustainable Development. The choice of the teacher to be at the center of this workshop
stresses the role teacher plays in development programs.

. Goal

The general goal of the workshop is to develop strategies at all official levels to
support education for sustainable development. This can be achieved through:

- To merge the philosophy of education for sustainable development in all
teacher’s preparation programs in the Arab region;

- To provide educational models to enhance the quality of teaching and learning
related to sustainable development;

- To encourage educational institutes adopting new concepts in teaching and
learning;

- To develop specialized networks in the education and training institutes,
concerning the issues of sustainable development.

. Main Issues

The program of the workshop included several issues related to the activities of the
UN decode of education for sustainable development. Those issues concentrate on the
role and importance of the teacher in the decade activities such as:

1. Contemporary trends of teaching for sustainable development in educational
and training institutions.

2. Consistency among educational models and guides for sustainable
development, and the reality and needs of the Arab region.

3. Teaching methodologies and trends to expand participation of educators in the
activities of the decade of education for sustainable development.

4. The role of information and communication technology, in enhancing the skills
of continues teaching and learning of teachers.

. Participants

The participants were 50 of the specialists of education from the Arab region.
Participants represented delegations from Jordan, Bahrain, Algeria, Saudi Arabia, Sudan,
I[raq, Morocco, Tunisia, Syria, Oman, Lebanon, Egypt, and Mauritania. In addition,
representatives of the UNESCO offices in Beirut, Cairo, Doha, Rabat, Paris, and Bangkok
were also among the organizers and participants.



Institutionally the participants represented:
- UNESCO offices in the Arab region.

Ministries of education.

Universities.

NGOs.

Ministries of higher education.

Vocational and professional education institutes.

The following table shows the statistical analysis of participants.
Statistical Analysis of participants in the Enhancing Teachers’ Competencies in
Education for sustainable Development workshop (May 7-9, 2007)

Cat. Males | Females Total | percentage
Governments 27 10 37 74%
(Ministries and Universities)

Regional and international 7 2 9 18%
originations

Local NGO'’s 7 2 9 18%
Total 36 14 50 100%
Percentage 72% 28% 100% | ...

. Work groups

Participants were divided into 4 workgroups (A, B, C, and D). Groups were instructed

to submit the following:

- Proposed activities in the program framework taking into consideration the UN
decade of education for sustainable development;
- Prepared mechanism for co-operation between educational and training

institutions on one side and the NGQO'’s on the other.

. Workshop Agenda
Day One: Monday, 7 May 2007

Session One: Opening and Orientations
Session Two: Regional Effort and Experiences (ESD - Teachers Education and Training)
Session Three: Formation of Working Groups

Day Two: Tuesday, 8 May 2007
Session One:

- The Role NGO's in Sustainable Development.
- Preparation of Education Materials and Teachers’ Guidees.




Session Two: Working Groups Continue (A, B,C,D)
Session Three: Field visits - Cultural activity

Day Three: Wednesday, 9 May 2007

Session One: Fields and Mechanisms of Cooperation/Coordination between Partners.
Session Two: Networking and connectivity between Partners and Beneficiaries.
Session Three: Results, Recommendations and Closure.

Recommendations
A set of recommendation were drafted for:

- Governments.
Universities
Ministries of education (Teacher’s training section)
- National and International Organizations
- NGO'’s
- Private sector.

They recommended:
1- Universities:
- To engage the principles of sustainable development in curricula.
- Implementing problems of sustainable developments in research programs.
- To develop the skills of students in college of education, necessary for activating
the role of teachers in sustainable development.

2- Ministries of Education
- To train teachers on strategies for sustainable developments.
- To develop curricula to engage knowledge of sustainable development.
- To establish a web site to help communications between ministers of Education.
- To activate the role of the media in educating the pubic about sustainable
development.

3- National and International Organization
- To fund and supporting efforts of sustainable development.
- To organize the cooperation among National and international authorities for
sustainable development.

4- NGO's
- To participate in dissemination of the culture of sustainable development.
- To participate in efforts of sustainable development.

5- Private Sector
- Must share in efforts of sustainable development.
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