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Concept Note

From 16-17 June 2014, the Division for Social Bolend Development in the
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of theiteleh Nations and UNESCO will
organize an Expert Group Meeting at UNESCO HeadgrgrParis, under the theme
“Youth Civic Engagement: enabling youth participatiin political, social and
economic life.” The meeting will bring together ex{s and representatives of youth
organizations, academia, representatives of MerSletes, United Nations entities,
and intergovernmental organizations to discuss whags in which youth civic
engagement can be an enabler for political, satidleconomic participation, as well
as to examine current opportunities and challeraéscting such potential. These
topics will be considered under the framework othbthe World Programme of
Action for YoutH and of the UN System-Wide Action Plan on Youth athi
respectively incorporate youth participation anditjocivic engagement among their
priority areas for action.

Objectives

The primary objective of the Expert Group Meetisgo provide fresh impetus and
innovative thinking on the topic of youth particifpen, namely by looking into how
the civic engagement of young women and men cararbenabler for a more
efficient and informed participation in politicakocial and economic life. The
meeting is second in a series of expert group mgetconvened to explore youth
participation’ The results of these meetings will contributette preparation of the
World Youth Report 2015 which will focus on youthrficipation and engagement.
Both the expert group meetings and the developwoifethie World Youth Report 2015
aspire to contribute to ongoing discussions on best to ensure young women and
men’s active participation and engagement, bothllp@and globally, in a number of
policy and civic processes that affect them digedticluding the elaboration of the
Post-2015 development agenda.

Overview

Civic engagement is increasingly recognized asnaportant component of youth
development because it can help build human andlsmapital. The practice of civic
engagement has an important impact in educatingy@eople about their rights
and responsibilities as citizens and allowing themdevelop skill sets that are

! The World Programme of Action on Youth is an inaional policy framework which offers practicaligglines for national
action and regional and international cooperatiori® priority areas to improve the situation of ygypeople.

2 The first related meeting was Expert Group Meetimg“Youth, development, and rights”, 13-14 NovemB613, United
Nations, New York. More informationhttp://undesadspd.org/Youth/OurWork/Meetingsandwsbdps.aspx



valuable to them as they undergo the transitioadolthood. Civic engagement is
also perceived as a driving force for community aradional development as it
enables youth to unleash their potential and doutei to the development of their
societies.

While there is no agreed upon definition of youitticcengagement, for the purpose
of the Expert Group Meeting, “civic engagement”lWi¢é understood as individual or
collective actions to improve the wellbeing of commities or nations. In spite of the
lack of a common definition, there are many différiorms of civic engagement that
are broadly recognized: youth community service, lunterism, social
entrepreneurship, youth leadership and youth médieoughout, it is increasingly
recognized that youth civic engagement is a powenans allowing youth to build
their capacities and assets, make a swift tramsitgroductive and decent work and
to public life, as well as to contribute to the dwpment of their communities and
countries, of their peers and other social grolnag tlo not have access to human
development opportunities.

Civic engagement inherently recognizes the rolgoafth in development. Youth are
seen as important contributors to the developmétheair societies — contributors
whose efforts are recognized and whose involvenmenhurtured. Youth civic
engagement also allows for interrelated intervergtim a number of thematic areas:
social inclusion and patrticipation (particularly umban contexts); disadvantaged or
marginalized youth (indigenous and minority yowbuth with disabilities, young
migrants, youth with HIV/AIDS, former offenders, ang others), youth in rural
areas, unemployed youth and youth in post-conflietl post-disaster situations;
prevention of violence; intercultural understandidgvelopment and peace; ethics
and values; intergenerational dialogue. As suchutlyaivic engagement has the
potential of maximizing standard investments inthodevelopment across different
sectors and socio-economic groups.

For all these reasons, the civic engagement of yaurmen and men represents an
important strategy that could enable and strengthenparticipation of youth in
political, social and economic life. Current tremu=ed to be carefully examined, in
order to pre-empt challenges and enhance oppddsrfibr participation. Political
and economic shifts in recent years, as well amimggsocial transformations, have
served to highlight the growing disparities betwegamy young people and the ways
in which the political and economic world, as wa#l their societies, operate and
function. Protests across the world, from the Neddast to Europe, to the global
Occupy Movements, have been largely driven by youegple demanding a greater
say in their governance structures, employment eesmhomic life, and societies
more generally, as a response to a growing disnbmigh their ability to influence
and have a say over their political, social andneauic lives. Moreover, as newer
technologies increasingly infiltrate the lives df, @ut especially young people,
youth are turning to alternative forms of parti¢ipa to have their views and voices
heard and to bring about change in their societ@¥s, particularly social media,
have played a prominent role in young people’sccengagement in recent years.

Key issues



The Expert Group Meeting will include three sessitdmt will respectively examine
how civic engagement can enable greater particpati (i) political (ii) social and

(iif) economic life. A fourth session will look iat the emerging role of Information
and Communication Technologies (ICTs) in advanaigc engagement. All four

sessions will look into the following main question

* In view of the massive changes in the politicaligkéeconomic climates in recent
years, how does the practice of civic engagememtriboite to:

o Improving and “modernizing” traditional participati patterns so that
they can adjust to current realities?

o Expanding or developing new avenues, skills, opputies (including
youth-led) and entry points for youth participation political, social
and economic life ?

» Also, how does the practice of civic engagemenbkngoung women and men to
learn about and exercise their political, civic @wdnomic rights?

Session 1. Enabling youth political participation:civic rights, political action,
participation in decision-making, shaping nationaland international agendas

1.1. Shaping political processes at national level

There are different patterns of youth engagemersthaping political processes and
agendas at national level. In some countries youmgen and men serve as members
of youth committees in local governments, youth-tgdanizations, national youth
councils or platforms, and political parties offgyitheir views on community issues
or participating in student governments and infeieg youth policy. Other important
pathways of participation that are available to tiiounclude running for electoral
office, voting in elections and joining youth-ledganizations to give voice to their
needs and concerns.

While there is a greater involvement of youth irtiovaal youth councils and the
preparation of national policies and programmes, niany countries, youth
participation structures are heavily challengedhbo terms of inclusiveness and in
terms of efficiency. Opportunities for participationay be constrained or obfuscated
and vary depending on a series of additional factdithough certain avenues for
participation are available through youth organarat, many of them lack funding
and resources, and coordination across organizatiemds to be absent or weak.
Addressing these challenges is not only vital irm& of making decisions more
relevant, sustainable and legitimate, but is egusdleded in recognition of the special
role that youth led-organizations play in givingupg people power over their own
lives. Legal, political and economic conditions f@uth-led organizations need to
improve and reflect their democratic and sociaiattion.

Moreover, the potential of civic education and ciskills development, which
remains the very basis for an active engagemeyowth in policy processes, has not
been fully tapped into, both in the formal and th®rmal education and learning
system. Girls and young women remain at the pemplod political processes.
Discriminatory laws and policies, low levels of edtion, crippling poverty
contribute to their widespread exclusion from pcdit life. When they do get an



opportunity to engage with these processes, pensigender stereotypes, traditional
notions of power and rampant sexism limit theirattement in the political field.

Evidence demonstrates that youth involvement ititutBnalized political processes
is relatively low compared to the participationodder citizens. Electoral participation
and voting rates for young voters remains low.dct fthe percentage of young people
participating in electoral processes remains loalldevels® At the same time, many
young people are completely disengaging from exgstpolitical and governance
systems. They believe that these systems do retteheir concerns, and refuse to
participate in any related processes. This disesrgagt has led to widespread voter
apathy among young voters. As far as running fditipal office is concerned, people
under the age of 35 are minimally represented pnleéadership positions in political
parties or governments, despite being a membehefldrgest cohort of youth the
world has known. Less than 2 per cent of parliaaréams globally are in their 20s.
This figure rises only slightly for parliamentar&aim their 30s at 12 percehin a
third of countries worldwide, the eligibility forational parliaments starts at 25 or
older® which creates a gap between legal age of votimigiwis at 18 years in most
countries’

1.2. Youth leadership shaping international agendas

In addition to their engagement at the nationaglleyouth have emerged as effective
agents of change at the global level, demonstratieg leadership and capacity to
contribute with innovative ideas on a number ofigssaffecting peace and sustainable
development. In recognition of the role of youth giobal peace, security and
development, the Five-Year Action Agenda of the r&ry-Generdl identified
working with and for young people as a top priofity the United Nations System.
There is consensus at the international levelybath concerns must shape the post-
2015 development agenda, particularly in the reafmguth participation, education
and employment, where both national action andrnatéonal cooperation are
urgently needed.

However there remains a lack of clarity about hbest can be further articulated in
ambitious international development agendas aneéyelly, influence national
development policies. On the one hand, youth engage in shaping international
agendas remains dependant on the capacities arapploetunities that are provided
to youth to engage first at national level. In manyernational meetings and
processes, an active engagement of youth at ti@nahtevel can be a prerequisite or
a key factor enabling their engagement at the glelval. On the other hand, in cases
where more and more supranational and all-inclugreeedures are put into place to
develop and shape international agendas a widgerahyouth groups are given an
opportunity to engage. Is there a middle groungvbet the two? If not, could/should
there be a bridge or a common denominator?

3 UNDP (2013). Enhancing Youth Political Participatithroughout the electoral cycle: a good pradiigele, p. 11.
4 UNDP and IPU (2012) Global Parliamentary Regurt,08

® |bid, p. 108

5 UNDP (2013). Enhancing Youth Political Participatithroughout the electoral cycle: a good pradiigele,—p. 4.

" UNDP (2013). Enhancing Youth Political Participatithroughout the electoral cycle: a good pradiigiele,—p.21
8 For more, sehbttp://www.un.org/sg/priorities/




Session 2. Youth driving social change and commupgitdevelopment: youth-led
movements, community action, volunteerism.

Youth have emerged as effective agents of changjfeeaglobal and local levels. In
recent times, in many parts of the world, youngpbedave taken to the streets in
widespread protests to express their dissatisfactiod their grievances with the
political establishment. Young people’s disconteith the status quo has reflected
in protests in a number of Northern African cowdri Spain’s 15 M, Mexico’'s
YoSoy132 and other youth-led movements that hawdlestged the political elite
class in a number of countries. While in many sa$ese protests have sparked
progressive governmental reforms, youth and yoeth#rganizations are still not
fully represented or consulted in the transitioméov governance structures, or in the
post-transition landscape.

At the grass-roots, young people are transformimgirt societies through
volunteerism, community service and by leadingascthat contributes to addressing
challenges within the community. Informal youth waleerism has reached
unprecedented levelsAiming at improving the quality of volunteer exjeerce and
expand the quantity of volunteering opportunitigaikable to young people, a direct
outcome of the Secretary-General's Action Agendalieen the creation of a United
Nations youth volunteering modality under the acegiof the United Nations
Volunteers (UNV). The modality aims to facilitatee engagement of youth in global
peace and sustainable human development througimteelrism, bringing the voice
of youth into the development discourse and helgmgng people to realize their full
social and human potential.

Session 3: Strengthening youth economic engagement

High rates of youth unemployment have thwarted gopeople’s engagement in
economic life. In many parts of the world, prosgefdr full economic participation
for young people seem to be only diminishing, mgkinharder for young people to
be economically participate in their societies. Thebal youth unemployment rate
has reached over 10 per cent for the past threzddst® Latest estimates indicate that
73.4 million young people or 12.6% of youth are eotpd to be out of work in 2013,
an increase of 3.5 million between 2007 and 2018.is projected that economic
slowdown is likely to push another half million aninemployment by 201%.In the
best of times, when young women and men find enmpéoyt, they are excluded from
decent work. Young people, in general, are prongvaoking longer hours under
insecure, informal and intermittent work conditions

These challenges are heightened by a skills misgnztwveen the training offered by
educational systems in many countries and the éxtpaas of employers in the
labour market. While young people may have comglétemal education, they do
not acquire relevant and marketable skills whighraquired to enter and excel in the
labour market. The rapid changes in technology hawéher exacerbated this

%0 International Labour Organization, Global Employmn&rends 2013: Recovering from a second jobs @ipneva, 2013), p.
11

10 |nternational Labour Organization, Global Employmn&rends 2013: Recovering from a second jobs Gigneva, 2013), p.
11

™ International Labor Organization, Global Employm@&rends for Youth 2013: A generation at risk, (6em 2013)

2 International Labour Organization, Global Employmn&rends 2013: Recovering from a second jobs @ipneva, 2013), p.
11



situation. Many educational systems are not equippéeep pace with technological
changes, and are not able to provide the up-to-hateuction and online learning
opportunities to youtl’ﬁ’ In order to develop skills and expertise relewvarthe labour
market many young people have to rely on oppoitsiin the non-formal or
informal sector.

In this challenging environment, civic engagemerdcpices can help build youth
employability, by bridging the skills’ gap, as wall provide more inclusive, flexible,
and alternative entry points for economic partitigga In this respect, two of the
most prominent forms of youth civic engagement soaith entrepreneurship,
particularly social entrepreneurship, which allowse full development of an
individual by creating a space to build skills, mgament and practical understanding
which are fundamental not only for increasing emgahality, but also for enabling
smooth transition and participation of young peoje economic life. Social
entrepreneurship allows youth to take on an astle in the economic life of their
countries and contribute to promoting social peacgovation, dialogue and
development, hence, preventing risk behavioursudteg violence. However, despite
the surge in youth entrepreneurship and innovaimmecent years, it remains that
young people are highly discriminated against wadempting to access credit and
finances to start their businesses. In additioay tlack the knowledge and skills to
efficiently use and access financial services.

Session 4. The emerging role of Information and Comunication Technologies
(ICTs) in enabling youth civic engagement

Information and communication technologies and aogiedia have been a game-
changer in the youth engagement landscape. Theceqgented access to information
technologies has shifted the balance of power lstwgoung citizens and
governmental institutions. Young citizens, increghf aware of developments in
previously remote parts of the world are calling fenewed forms of democracy and
demanding more transparency from their governmeiitsditional modes of
community organizing are being supplemented by Il@Velopments given the
increased speed at which issues arise and crifies tetday.

Youth have used these burgeoning technologiesrte ses a global platform for their
issues, to generate and disseminate knowledgeocaakate unified youth-led social
movements. Technology has enabled youth to paatieim new forms of engagement
beyond the traditional, formal avenues availabléhtem. Young people are utilizing
ICTs to mobilize, organize, network, advocate aadetbp and spread their message
to a wider audience. ICTs are increasingly beingduas a means to improve the
participation and empowerment of youth in commuiety development. Social
networking tools and the internet are increasiralgwing youth to share ideas and
mobilize themselves on particular isstlesCTs have especially facilitated youth
enga%ement in urban governance, election monitoramgi government watchdog
roles:.

13 International Telecommunications Unidbigital Opportunities: Innovative ICT Solutions fgouth Employment, (2014), p. 3
1 Unitar web seminar series on ICT policy issuesdiewelopment/ preparatory event for the global foamiCT and
development (ICT4D)

*®|bid comments by Ben Groom

6 UN-HABITAT, “ICTs, Urban Governance and Youth’Ngirobi, 2012), p. 36
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Outcomes

15-18 short expert papers on the thematics addtedsbe meeting

List of key recommendations for the key issuesudised

List of indicative practices and concrete examplegouth engagement within
the areas discussed

Substantive and conceptual input and contributmmtifie 2015 World Youth
Report and for the International Youth Day 2015

Participants

The EGM will bring together 18-22 experts on thedfic thematic areas that wi
be addressed at the meeting. These experts wilddémtified from civil society
organisations, youth led structures, academia,ednNations, Member States, apd
the private sector to ensure a fully rounded disicus Gender parity an
geographical balance, as well as age balance ladllze pursued.

Experts will be asked to present a technical papetheir topic of expertise tw
weeks prior to the EGM so as to ensure that atigigants are fully informed on th
subject areas discussed. The technical papersalsdl be used in the background
preparation for the UN World Youth Report 2015 vehezlevant.
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