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This paper stems from issues that were deliberated 
on at a regional conference titled, Emerging Issues in 
the Sciences, Climate Change, Peace and Security and 
Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs), 
organized in Djibouti, in May 2017 by UNESCO 

The paper examines the issues and challenges of 

into perspective higher education in the region, in 
terms of assess, quality, relevance, knowledge and 
skill products, and capacity to solve social challenges 

Higher Education, Peace and Security aimed at placing 
higher education at the center of understanding the 
complex regional challenges with regard to peace 
and security in a broad context, including poverty, 
climate change and environment, intergenerational 
transfer of knowledge, colonial/neo-colonial 
heritage, regional integration, cultural resources, and 

a critical element of transforming society, however 

impact of higher education as a means of accelerating 
the sciences (natural and social sciences) is due for 
robust debate, as to whether or not, it is leading to 
innovations, creativity, and research-led solutions to 

The critical issue for the Djibouti Conference 
deliberations was: could Science, technology and in 
more recent years, information and communications 
technology, lead to transformation of society in the 
region?  The other issue was: is it only the natural 
sciences that have the greatest potential for that 
transformation, or that the social sciences and 
humanities are relevant in this context? Besides, 
since issues of peace and security are complex, could 
multidisciplinary approaches be appropriate? This 
paper is not a rapporteur’s report of the Djibouti 
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march-2020silencing-guns-africa-2020

education-african-youth-can-helpsilence-guns

Union delineates its core mandate in terms of 

(a)  democracy and governance, 
(b)  peace and security and 

declared 2020 as the year of “Silencing the Guns: Creating Conducive Conditions for 
Africa’s Development”. From this declaration, 

1

world: highly indebted, great numbers of its citizens wallowing in poverty, recurrent 

are issues of bad governance: institutional dysfunctionality, violation of human rights, 

40 billion on arms and an estimated 500000 people die while millions are displaced 
2

of women, girls and young people in governance processes could offer a great 
3

demographic transition shows that young people are expected to increase by 42 
percent by 20304

CONTEXT

02



7POLICY PAPER

To turn this resource into an asset, governments should invest in education 

5 

forefront of these efforts, suffers from what some writers have termed 
 conditions which make people’s 

7

structural and institutional weaknesses partly because it has not pushed 
8 (a concerted effort aimed 

reconceptualize state-society relations in order to understand the root 
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3. APPROACH AND SOURCES

society organizations), university sources, blogs, speeches, and data from 

following sub-themes: 

•  Conceptualization of issues, 

•  Connecting higher education, security and peace in Eastern 

•  Recommendations and policy implications

APPROACH AND SOURCES

03
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This discussion paper is an attempt 
to highlight the salient issues relating 
to challenges of peace and security 

important factors that contribute to the 

have contributed to eroding the region’s 
efforts at socioeconomic development 

essential steps that need to be undertaken 
to assist the region in revitalizing the 
culture and institutions of peace and 
cooperation, stemming out of the culture 
of violence, with a focus on the role of 

knowledge, skills and taking actions that 
seek to address these challenges in a 

 

Key Questions Guiding this Discussion 
Paper

OBJECTIVES OF THIS 
DISCUSSION PAPER

04

Three broad questions inform the discussions 
on the challenges of peace and security in the 
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Building Peace in Eastern Africa

Peacemaking

which starts at the domestic level often spills beyond the country into neighboring 

and often require serious efforts at addressing   the problem, if a lasting and sustainable 

(a)  internal battles between groups to gain the control of the state, 
(b) ethnic groups seeking greater autonomy from the state or to create their own 

(c)  failed states where the authority of the national government has collapsed, and 

10  

CONCEPTUALIZING PEACE AND SECURITY 

IN THE EASTERN AFRICA REGION

05
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occur when society experiences dominance 
of coercive relationships, for example 

emerge when society experiences intricate 
political polarization that is not easily resolved 

between contending parties11

destruction of property and lives and dislocation 

numbers of refugees and internally displaced 

12: 

12 Cilja Harders (undated) 
harders-handbook

refers to the use of formal institutions and 
instruments (eg early warning, preventive 
diplomacy, sanctions, coercive actions etc) to 

where a combination of informal and formal 
methods is used to address the root causes 

this approach, human security is critical, for 
example addressing basic needs of the people, 
supporting the quest for justice and initiating 

to address the root causes of the problem, so 
that they are minimized or eradicated, hence 

maintaining peace and stability once hostilities 

strategies which aim to ensure that disputes, 

arise, and if do arise, they do not subsequently 
13 
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involving actions aimed at identifying and 
supporting structure that could strengthen and 
solidify peace in order to avoid relapse into 

may be used, including: preventive diplomacy, 

monitoring, reintegration of ex-combatants 

and opening up spaces for democratization and 

these methods have been adopted eg Gacaca 
courts in Rwanda and Mato Oput
Uganda at the end of genocide and end of 

It is observed by scholars and humanitarian aid 
workers that traditional mechanisms of dispute 
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resolution and peacebuilding are more 
14 

In both of these countries, these 
community-based mechanisms worked 
quite well in rebuilding communities in 

of Philosophy at Makerere University 
who studied the Northern Uganda 

peacebuilding, the focus on justice should 
shift from punishment to re-constitutive 
processes that could lead to healing and 
harmonious co-existence, hence re-
building the community15

is not to glorify traditional peacebuilding 

there are some advantages that come 

the following advantages associated with 
the traditional peacebuilding mechanisms 
have been cited amongst the cattle-
rich people of Teso and Karamoja in 

have challenges of water and pasture 

However, sophisticated norm-bound 
traditional mechanisms are reported to 
embed these advantages: widespread 

systems are close to minds and hearts, 
less corruptible, rehabilitation of victims 
and easy re-integration of the victims and 

formal system of justice, in the traditional 
mechanism, justice is seen to be done as 
it is not a one man or woman’s decision, 
but a council of reputable persons, usually 
Elders
main approach has been a combination of 
both formal and informal mechanisms of 
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responsible for direct and indirect death 

security, exacerbating poverty, insecurity, 
unemployment, poor service delivery and 
absence of peace17

conditions have contributed to emergence 
of an increased incidence violent extremism, 

For example, such violent attacks broadly 

It may be argued that forms violence, its 

For example, the following terms should 
be contextualized, vis: radicalism, extremist 
violence and terrorism, for they have 

Radicalization has been on the increase in 

to as a process by which an individual or 
group coms to adopt increasingly extremist 
political, social or religious ideals and 
aspirations that reject contemporary ideas 

and expression of freedom of choice18

However, an understanding of why and how 
some people get radicalized because this 
is critical for security, reconciliation and 

of people into radical beliefs and ideals 
take advantage of weak and fragile states, 
desperate economic deprivation, fear of 
uncertainty or persecution, and social 

fundamentalism, the religious beliefs geared 
towards superiority of one belief over 

With hundreds of linguistic 
groups, the Eastern Africa 

region is a mosaic of 
identities and cultures

VIOLENT CONFLICTS, EXTREMISM 

AND SOCIAL DIVERSITY 

06
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fundamentalism aims to create a world where 
religion is at the centerstage of secular society 
or a rebellion/counterculture against liberal 

  In some cases this accompanied by 

where radical ideals and rhetoric extend 
into violent extremism, described by United 

a violent action encompassing a wide range of 
manifestations- religious, ideological, political, 
cultural or social to commit terrorist acts20

of terrorism21

associated mainly with indigenous dissident 
groups such as al-Shabab in Somalia, Lord’s 

mobilizing ideology, it is not clear that they are 

Their surreptitious aim appears to be the 
capture of state power, and their immediate 

these groups, al-Shabab in Somalia has been 
most dangerous - it has brought the once 
prosperous nation to its knees, with economy 

people living as internally displaced and 

22

factors, including poor management of diversity, 

last

identities do not, in themselves, condemn the 

diversity does not hinder peaceful nation 
building that creates a s community of citizens 
who share common institutions of governance 
and cooperate in building a decent standard of 

Taking a leaf from a theoretical perspective 
advanced by a German sociologist, Francis23, 

could be explained from his three-plonged 

would along these continuums, vis: 

•  demotic nationalism which aims at 
homogenising culturally heterogenous 
populations, included arbitrarily into 
political units according to democratic 
principles, 

•  ethnic nationalism aiming at inclusion of 
each major society into one state of its 

•  restorative nationalism which aims 
at advocating for the autonomy and 
ultimately independence of formerly 
independent units, submerged into the 
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These tendencies have been emerging at 

struggles led to new nations include: South 
Sudan gained independence from Sudan, Eritrea 
did the same from Ethiopia, and in Somalia, 
the region of Somaliland has been struggling 

Even in a country like Ethiopia with a federal 
political structure, which has allowed broad 
political powers to its regional political units, 
still ethnic uneasiness continues to resurface, 

for example the Oromo ethnic group with 
its security apparatus-the Oromo Liberation 
Front (OLF) has been demanding more 
powers, even when the current Prime Minister 

stance, in November 2020, the Tigray Peoples 
Liberation Front (TPLF) of Tigray region dared 
the federal government forces in an open 
insurgent war over their right to determine 
their political processes without consultation 
with the Federal Government, a confrontation 
that pushed thousands of Tigrayans into 

prime-minister-orders-army-to-respond-to-tigray-attacks

Sudan as refugees, and left millions internally 
displaced24

TPLF, the Ethiopian Prime Minister told the 
federal army to “carry out their mission to 

25

section, there is a need to cast an eye on the 

a collective name, myth of common ancestry, 
a shared historical memory, common culture, 

dimensions are: primordial, instrumentalist, and 
constructivist27 primordial aspect is that 
when ethnicity is used, it connotes identity 
acquired at birth, the values, and traditions that 

instrumentalist perspective conceives ethnicity 
as a bargaining chip for the community or 
some of its members to secure a share of 
national resources or to overcome social 

 constructivist perspective 

© fotosr52-stock.adobe.com
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takes ethnicity as a socially constructed to serve 
certain conscious purposes, hence, ethnicity 

noted by some scholars that ethnic diversity 

at ethnicity as a colonial narrative that should 
be debunked28

on a shaky ground, a question that continually 

In terms of ethnic identity of those holding 
state power at a particular moment in time, the 

others are marginalized

Deng30

of the dignity of building their nations based on 
their own indigenous values, institutions and 

African Studies

to reverse this would lead to collapse of some 

has been hijacked by political entrepreneurs to 
promote, not the interests of the people but 

This has led some scholars to assert that 
ethnic diversity can easily become a curse, 

will, or in the capacity to manage it effectively31

with equitable opportunities to participate in 
the political, economic, social, and cultural life 

Some groups, who may see themselves as 
underprivileged relative to others in terms 
of economic, political, cultural and religious 

the state32

In other words, uneven inter-identity 
opportunities of empowerment, along with the 
state’s failure to establish inclusive institutional 
platforms for addressing grievances, obstruct 

access to opportunities, especially under 
conditions of poverty and resource scarcity, 
fosters discontent, protests, riots, and even 

the political elite also exploit the situation 
of uneven development in their efforts to 
gain power33

view that it is not ethnicity perse that causes 

politics and management of societal issues by 

challenges include poverty, economic inequality, 

natural resources and social exclusion that 
34

if anything, ethnicity could spur constant 
intergroup negotiations, hence, act as a catalyst 
for development and peaceful co-existence of 

35 

Because the state in Africa was 
constructed by the colonial powers 
on a shaky ground, a question that 
continually pops up is: “to whom 

does the state belong?”
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of the ozone layer, rising of sea waters, loss of 
balance of the eco-systems, drying of rivers, 

sea animals, loss of pasture for pastoralists, and 

climatic changes have sparked a multitude of 

that have no immediate solutions, as well as 

changes have manifested in forms of frequent 
droughts, deforestation, loss of vegetation and 
biodiversity, increased soil erosion, desiccation, 

over water bodies (lakes and rivers), forest 

The frequent cycles of droughts, along with 
irregular rainfall, have made the traditional 
economic systems of subsistence peasantry 
and pastoralism, which together employ over 

in semi-arid areas the majority of people, are 
dependent on both agricultural and animal 

abject poverty, lack food, have high maternal 
and infant mortality rates, low levels of literacy, 
poor housing, poor access to health services and 
enjoy limited political participation
of gender, of gender equality, women in pastoral 

preparing food, looking after children and many 

dominating the economic sectors of cattle and 
other animals, selling them and determining the 

that determine literary all the decisions in 
the community37

that women have a tendency of encouraging 

otherwise they are perceived not to be strong 
38 From a governance perspective, there 

are weak linkages between national policies and 
community aspirations or wishes, for example, 
it noted in the case of Karamojong pastoralists 

have little knowledge of what these people 
want, and secondly, government fails to 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
CRISES AND CONFLICT

07
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appreciate the intertwined linkage between the 
people and their ecology, which sustains their 
livelihoods
cattle rustling in Karamoja, the government of 

it is nevertheless observed that cattle rustling 
had increased circulation of small weapons 
increased criminality, for example, raping women, 
killing innocent people, destabilizing and looting 
from neighboring communities, and causing 

between the Karimajong, Pokot and Turkana 
had for time immemorial become a perennial 
problem, requiring attention of the national 

Uganda and Kenyatta of Kenya signed a bilateral 
agreement, at which Kenyatta said “Peace is the 

peace, no development, there is no wealth that 
40 Fighting over increasingly scarce 

increasingly scarce, the more communities 

have become weak with time41

in this giant lake is said to be surrounded by 

Uganda and Kenya have been squabbling over it 
since 2004, and no settlement has been arrived 
at to-date42

is still raging between Ethiopia, Sudan and Egypt 
over the waters of the mighty Nile river, the 
longest international river in the world, covering 
several countries, and a source livelihood for 
millions of people-supplying domestic, industrial, 

41 UNEP,
42  https://www.aljazeera.com/ 
43  https://www.bbc.com/news/news-africa-53494604.
of Modern African Studies 

of a mega USD 4 billion electricity dam (the 
Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam) rubbed 

negotiations have not yielded results yet43

that the growth rate of the modern sector of 
the economies of majority of the countries 
in the region is inadequately developed to 
absorb the unemployed rural and urban areas 
populations, there is a lot of pressure on 

have been severely degraded, the leaders have 
not fully taken up climate change as the main 

44 The prevailing trend 

forced migration, and social instability can be 

lack carefully developed coping mechanisms 
much less a strategy of transformation of 

45 

continue to threaten lives and socio-economic 

peace in the region, and the social and human 
dynamics of these environmental challenges of 
climate change, are too severe for the states 

challenges this debate by asserting that though 
these climate variabilities will cause tremendous 

realize that natural resources and environment 

As natural resources become 
increasingly scarce, the more 



22

President Barack Obama, the former United States President asserted thus: “Communities that 
give their daughters the same opportunities as their sons, are more peaceful, are more prosperous 

 

a widely accepted measurement of inequality 
between men and women, the countries of the 
region have a very poor record on gender equality 

also likely that the actual gender gap in the region 
is much worse than indicated by the already poor 

mostly on the basis of three criteria, namely: 

(a)  the participation rate of women in the 
workforce, 

(b)  the state of reproductive health of women, 
as measured by maternal mortality ratio and 

(c)  the political empowerment of women 
relative to men measured by the percentage 
of parliamentary seats women hold and by 
their attainment of secondary and higher 
education47

08
MARGINALIZATION

OF WOMEN
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rather high in the subsistence economies of 
rural areas in most of the countries of the 
region, although there are stark differences 
in the division of labour and in the control of 

Merely measuring workforce participation 
therefore severely underestimates the level 

does not include robust indicators, such as 

lack of access to property inheritance from 
parents, and even from diseased husbands, 
and lack of equitable participation in decision-

indicators is likely to produce much worse 

appropriate indicators in assessing the nature 

capacity of women in the region to become 
more active participants in decision-making can 
empower them to tackle the various cultural 
practices that suppress women’s aspirations for 

early marriages, polygamy, and Female Genital 

to tackle such oppressive practices would 
also enable them to participate effectively in 
decision-making and to contribute to peace-

equality, males take a disproportionate share of 
resources, yet, research indicates that women 

suggested that if women were to have as much 

would increase by 20 % to 30%, and would 
reduce hunger by 17%48, hence food insecurity 

© Prostock Studio-stock.adobe.com

Women’s participation in the workforce 
is rather high in the subsistence 

economies of rural areas in most of the 
countries of the region
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point of contention is whether this will present a promise or peril

The UN Secretary General has observed thus: 
“The frustration generated in young people 
that have no hope in future is a major source 

young people remain trapped in poverty that 

poor education, access to quality health care, 

that  40%  of the young people who join 
rebel activities to create insurgency are 
motivated by lack of economic opportunity51

First the youth have not been given adequate 
opportunity to effectively participate in 

For example, youth participation in decision-
making remains low, especially in politics, where 
their participation is limited by monetization of 

politics, election-related violence, intimidation 
and harassment52

however, several challenges still stand on the 
53 In countries like Uganda where the 

Constitution provides for inclusion of the 
youth, the youth demographic dominance 
is manipulated by the interests of the elite 
rather than serving the majority of the youth54

The weak economies of the region have also 
subjected the youth to disproportionately high 

structural issues in society and economy such 
as: the fast movement of youth from rural to 
urban areas, education that is not imparting 
relevant skills for available jobs, economies 
that are not creating enough jobs, low levels of 

therefore, estimated that youth unemployment 

the youth are prone to engaging in crime and 
undermining security and the social cohesion 

MARGINALIZATION OF THE 
YOUTH AND CONFLICTS

09
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of society55

hence not easy to create youth employment
The combination of these factors has fostered 
a growing disenchantment and despair among 

to recruitment for participation in ethno-

other risky adventures such illicit extraction 
of natural resources57

increasingly radicalized and have engaged in 

the ranks of international migrants, despite all 
the hardship and abuse migrants are subjected 
to on the way to their destinations and the 
discriminatory practices they often face in their 

 UN Security Council Resolution 
2250 on Youth, Peace and Security adopted in 
2015, provides a framework that recognizes 
and further calls for the engagement of young 
people as agents of change and transformation 

resolution acknowledges the special qualities 
that the youth possess in building peace, 
enhancing social cohesion and promoting 
national unity, provided those qualities are 

multiple stakeholders, including UN Member 
States, UN agencies and other entities to 
support the youth by facilitating their roles 

respects, Resolution 2250 is quite similar, not 
the least in spirit, to UN Security Council 
Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace and Security 

was adopted at a moment when the world 
was alarmed at the devastating impact of 

urgent need by the international community 
to embrace them as positive agents of peace 
and security, and supporting them in playing 

adopted at the climax of global outrage at the 
increasing participation of young people in 
what has now become part of our everyday 

need to equally embrace the youth as positive 
contributors to peacebuilding, and relevant 
actors in quest for an inclusive, secure and 

international efforts to overcome the negative 
portrayal of the youth as forces of destruction, 
and all efforts geared toward curtailing the 

to reinforce their agency as productive and 

9. (a) YOUTH CIVIC AND SOCIAL 

ENGAGEMENT 

In a world where narratives on youth, and 
around issues related to youth, are increasingly 
associated with negative phenomena such as 
violent extremism, radicalization, and rebellion. 
Sometimes, the youth are considered to be 

However, experience shows that through 
their associations and engagement on social 
media platforms, the youth can engage critical 

Others have formed or joined structured 
civil society organizations to advance their 
cause58

have with the state are to change society for 

leaders perceive the youth as disruptive which 

and groups that contributed to the attainment 
of independence from colonial masters in 

are somewhat an extension of those struggles, 
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can, and are, indeed major agents of change and 
social transformation of their communities by 
virtue of their daily activities in the civic spaces 
where they operate, with tremendous positive 
impact on peacebuilding and social cohesion in 

For example, the works of artists and musicians, 
whose messages about their societies, call for 

The visual paintings and music lyrics, the youth 
advocate for peaceful and non-violent change in 

these days for autocratic leaders to label young 

Nevertheless, the youth experience challenges in 

and their world view are not well understood 
by the older people, they refer to them as 

has come to mean a time in the life of the youth 
that signals possibilities, overcoming constraints, 
and putting up creative energy for the youth 
to act on their interests
to highlight the role of university students who 

have virtually brought some of these countries 

security has overshadowed any form of positive 
youth contribution to development, it is also true 
that as the main development goal at the expense 

for better education and provision of study 

state agencies with the aim of disorganizing or 

where the militant and violent Al-Shabaab (an 

have very much been at the frontline agitating for 

Somali 
Youth Peace Dialogue in Mogadishu, a platform 
designed to place youth as central actors in the 
conversation on peace and security in Somalia, 
with the participation of decision makers, including 
political leaders such as the then Prime Minister 

peace dialogues which took place at Mogadishu’s 
Al-Jazeera Hotel, more than one hundred Somali 
youth, most of them from the country’s premier 
university, Somali National University, participated 
in the robust deliberations about the future of 
Somalia, and placing at the center the positive 
role that young people can play in promoting a 

where Al-Shabaab militants are constantly looking 
for opportunities to exterminate innocent 
Somalis, many of who do not subscribe to their 
so-called message of radicalization, it is refreshing 
to note the determination of young university 
students articulating a non-violent path to change 

 

9  (b) WORKING TOWARD A CULTURE OF 

PEACE IN EASTERN AFRICA

values, principles, 
attitudes and behaviour, underpinned by respect 
for others, tolerance of opposing views, and 
preference for non-violent resolution of disputes 

of peace for that matter, is not a condition or 
an event, but rather a way of life

other words, to build an inclusive and peaceful 
society requires also uprooting the structural 
underpinnings of violence such as inequalities, 
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which in our world today is so prevalent within and 
among countries, thus making violence an attractive 

of Peace calls upon all people to take steps towards 
internalizing the concept and incorporating it in 

faced with the major challenges of security, with 
the youth caught in that maze, the concept is even 

practice of the Culture of Peace on a sustainable 

Cultural sources and resources refer to domestic 
and community-based resources such as language, 
traditions, folk stories, idioms symbols, arts and 

  Natural sources and resources refer 

peace looks at this abundance of natural resources 

However, they can be a curse if squandered by a 

Africa Sources and Resources for A culture of Peace

highest number of young people in the whole 
world

the young people are using social media networks 
to communicate their issues, and to advocate for 

to counter the participation of the youth in violent 
extremism, the above pillars of a culture of peace 

region should put in place mechanisms to enhance 
a culture of peace to dissuade young people from 

transformed to focus more on hands-on skills rather 

empower young people to be self-providing, and 

Civically competent citizens are able to stand on 

well-rounded citizens who understand their civic 

global dynamics, it will only be able to adapt by 
strengthening its own societies through a culture of 

that promoting civic and social engagement by the 
youth and involving them in nation and peacebuilding 

to dissuading them from accepting the ideologies 

of social change such as a culture of peace faces 

such challenges include: undemocratic states that do 
not encourage broad-based participation of citizens 
in civic affairs, curtailing the work of civil society, 
and imposing harsh restrictions on enjoyment of 

Besides, some social or religious ideologies have 
strong appeal, they easily recruit young people into 
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Countries of Eastern and the Horn of Africa are known to have a strong culture of peace 
making with age-old institutions of dispute resolution. It is observed that African indigenous 

peacebuilding is not new in Africa, that the continent’s rich history contains abundance of 

have overshadowed them.62 It is further pointed out that certain embeded concepts of 
peacebuilding are unique to Africa such as

https://www.gsdrc.org/document-library/african-approaches-to-building-peace-
and-social-solidarity

The concept and practice of ubuntu encapsulates 
humanity, and the interdependence of each 
member of the community being there for 

own unwritten rules that shared amongst 
the members of a community
factors that fuel ubuntu include:  participation 

responsibility of members to support the 

There is social solidarity in dealing with 

the people espouse practices of empathy, 
forgiveness, remorse, repentance, sharing, 

Such institutions of peace making still operate 
rather effectively at the local level, mostly 

ubuntu, there are other similar approaches 
 Baraza, Gacaca, 

Mato Oput, Indaba, Lekgotla, Sankofa, and Imbizo
The various council of elders, such as the Kaya 
elders of the Miji Kenda, the Njuri Ncheke of 
the Meru people, the Eritrean village Baito, and 
the council of elders of the Dinka and Nuer 

Traditional leaders, such as the Sultans of 
Somalia, the Leopard Skin chiefs of the Nuer, 
and the Abba Gada of the Oromo, to name but 
a few, are active in the processes of making 

Karamoja and Teso in Uganda, the traditional 
systems: Akiriket, council of elders in Karamoja 
and similarly Arriget in Teso are institutions for 
settling disputes in their communities such as 

culprit is cleansed and the offended family is 

core principles of the various traditional 

aim is to reconcile the parties in dispute rather 

 INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGE AND 
DISPUTE RESOLUTION MECHANISMS

10
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The process of reaching a resolution is usually 

In other words, participation in the deliberations 
is open to all adult, although women rarely 

in the deliberations since decisions have to be 
consensual reached through negotiations that 
narrow differences rather than based on the 

suggest that in some cases, indigenous dispute 

among the Turkana, their indigenous dispute 
resolution mechanism known as Ekisil is used when 
they want to access pasture in the dry season, 

of a rich culture of peace making in Eastern 

are essentially neglected by the states and their 

the traditional system have the potential to serve 
as the basis for the advancement of a peaceful 

can, for example, be developed and applied 

based system on key issues and mitigate post-

services to large segments of the population, 

these valuable institutions is also under threat, 
as traditional leaders lack effective mechanisms 
of transmitting indigenous knowledge about the 
institutions to younger generations since schools 
hardly incorporate the traditional systems of 

be rethought, as there are valuable lessons to be 

caused by ethnicity, if anything, 
ethnicity could spur constant 

intergroup negotiations, 
hence, act as a catalyst for 

existence of the people

Im
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Education in its broadest sense, be it informal (family based) or formal (institutionalised) provides 

may be referred to as a system of acquiring and transmitting knowledge, values and skills from 

an additional role of socialising young people into values of the larger society, giving the learners a 

diverse cultures and values has the effect of 
modelling young people to become tolerant, 

known that education provides one of the 
clearest goal-path for humans to acquire skills 
and knowledge necessary for their economic 
prosperity, contribution to economic 

Education is a foundation for rational behaviour 

Higher education on its part, consolidates the 
broad knowledge, conceptual skills and the 
specialised technical aspects of the people 

and application of practical skills acquired at 
the higher level of education, drive people to 

Through such processes, peacebuilding 

Peace education should anchor a new culture of 
peace which embraces the respect for diversity, 
dialogue, human rights, gender equality, and 
democratic participation, to achieve national 
unity, promote greater regional integration, 
and in the long-term, create local, national, 

terms of values, attitudes, and behaviour that 

dignity, rejection of violence and society’s 
commitment to principles of freedom, justice, 
tolerance, solidarity, and mutual understanding 

envisaged that institutions of higher learning 
could play a key role in mitigation, resolving 
and championing peacebuilding through 
peace education, for example, revisiting their 
curricula, offering relevant education in terms 
of civic consciousness, education related to 

HIGHER EDUCATION, CONFLICT 
AND PEACEBUILDING 

11
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employment opportunities, training leaders with 
peace building skills, and espousing a culture of 

societal culture impacted by the college system 
is likely to create responsible citizenship- one 
which detests violence and works to create 

mitigation and peacebuilding is sometimes 

the one hand, certain types of education have 

by imparting values that accentuate or even 
promote violence, and intolerance of other 

the potential to inculcate values, attitudes and 

issues stand out that connect education and 

to protect the children’s rights to education 

guaranteeing society with people who will lead a 

By this, it means that agencies responsible for 
education such as the state, local governments, 
education institutions, stakeholders in education 

and funders ensure that education that is 
provided to the learners model them in such 

requires the education system as a whole is 
reformed and reshaped in such a way that the 
learners and members of society have totally 
different perceptions, attitudes and values from 

The transformative aspect of education may be 
undertaken in the following ways: creation of 
justice (especially restorative justice), institutional 
reforms including governance, and creating 
means of sustainable livelihoods and economic 

be undertaken whereby the younger generation 
is re-educated to understand the root causes 

promote equity, transparency, inclusion and 

to peacebuilding in a society previously beset by 

A Culture of Peace calls upon 
all people to take steps 

towards internalizing the 
concept and incorporating it in 

every aspect of life.
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of higher education in peacebuilding is: 
which disciplines have the more impact 

Is it the humanities or the physical 
sciences? Is it interdisciplinarity? First, by 
its multifaceted nature, peace education 
assumes an interdisciplinary character, as a 
means of acquiring varied knowledge and 

 
Institutions of higher education can be 
instrumental in advancing peace education 

peacebuilding, and cooperation for 

promoting local, national and regional for 

or strengthen the existing leadership 

leadership institute is headquartered 

brings together on annual basis, bright 
undergraduate students from universities 

challenges, critical thinking, values of 

cooperation70

Institute started, some of its alumni are 
already well placed in government and 
other agencies, and are probably making 

Uongozi Institute academy is residential, 
in the modern digital age, some of such 

internet-based Massive Open Online 

engagements and networking can be 

that a consortium of universities in the 
region can develop online courses on 

violent extremism, terrorism, global 

The universities could work with 
governments to deliver such course 

  

Secondly, in light of the above, the 
fundamental question is how then 
can universities and other agencies 
combine natural sciences, and social 

HIGHER EDUCATION DISCIPLINES IN 
CONFLICT RESOLUTION AND PEACEBUILDING

12
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and human science research, and using 
ICT as a means, to tackle the challenges 
of human security, peace and climate 
change, working in partnership with 
established networks within the region, 

to that, is how can universities position 
themselves in light of the current 
geopolitical realities of uncertainty, so 
as to be effective in producing highly 

contributing to knowledge production 
and creating an environment conducive 
for employment of university graduates 
and young people in general, so that they 
do not fall prey to negative forces that 
have in recent times capitalized on their 

as Management of Social Transformation 

partners with national authorities, 

to strengthen the link between research, 

foster positive change towards inclusive 
71 This 

programme includes the issues of the 

 Forum for 

The workshop examined key issues affecting 
the youth, and possible contribution to 

included: leadership building amongst the 
young people, youth as change agents, 

linking youth innovations with research 
and policy72

that bring young people together to 
discuss broad governance issues including 
the relevance of knowledge acquired 
at universities make a contribution to 

out that one of the main weaknesses 

failure of institutions to facilitate cross-
national research, low levels of student 
exchange programs, and weak funding 

country73

The third aspect is the contested terrain 
in the debates about natural sciences on 
one hand, and social and human sciences 

Institutions of higher education 
can be instrumental in 

advancing peace education and 

for socioeconomic development.
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governments have shown preference for 
natural sciences in universities, attempting 

the government of Uganda, as a matter 
of policy, gives 75% of all government 
scholarships to natural science students 
rather than humanities at the universities 
and other tertiary institutions74

underdeveloped countries need critical 
technical skills75, most of which are based 
in science, technology and information and 

should be a wholesome society, that 

no evidence that societies with advanced 
science and technology have low levels 

low capacity in science and technology 

experience underdevelopment, low 
productivity, abject poverty, social 

arising from such circumstances can be 
tackled by science, for example, exposition 
of learners to integrated science would 

Science and Policy

lead to investigate nature, seek answers 
to challenges, and gain problem-solving 
capacities
On the contrary, Omeje77, notes that most 

is because most university-based courses 

the policy front, most analysts in policy 

Nevertheless, it argued that there are 

studies in universities: 

i)  compartmentalization of knowledge 
(that belief that those studies are for 
humanities/social sciences), and

(ii)  the unintended exclusion of the 
majority of university students from 

It is suggested that such studies should be 
cross-cutting, hence students from various 
disciplines should access them and learn 

Galtung’s advice that peace studies raise 
the need for interdisciplinarity of several 
branches of knowledge78

dimensions, hence the need to embrace 
integrated knowledge, with various 

of this perspective is to be found in the 
use of information and communication 

noted that fast communication, availability 
of real-time information, information 
sharing, facts on issues at hand, and 

Most studies associate 

wit humanities and social 
sciences.
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need to point out that effective teaching and learning of both natural science and social 

challenges include

i)  high tuition fees charged on the learners which exclude the children of the poor, 
(ii)  poor learning infrastructure, for example lack of laboratory equipment and 

chemicals for research, 
(iii) lack of internet connected computers, 

reduce poverty, social frustration and alienation among young people, to tame extremist 
tendencies? It appears that social inclusion, poverty reduction programs targeting the 
youth, job training, and opening up spaces for democratic debates and engagement have 
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Progress in democratization can promote 
the culture of peace and complement the 
traditional institutional systems in curving 

countries in the region have made little 

democratization80 They have established 
multi-party systems and conducted 
several rounds of elections of leaders and 
representatives in national assemblies, 

countries attempted to reform the state 
structures, for example Uganda, Ethiopia 
and Kenya made new constitutional 

local councils’ structures that increased 

elections remain contentious in most 

states have attempted to hold periodic 
multiparty elections, unlike in the past 
when elections were either absent or held 

the periodic clampdowns, when regimes 
feel insecure and threatened, many of 
them have also taken steps in liberalizing 

the press and in extending civil liberties 

countries, the only source of news was state 

countries81

free media promotes good governance by 
generating information for accountability 
and transparency in government and other 

society organizations (CSOs) have acted as 

have on several occasions accused CSOs 
working as agents of foreign interests or 
conduits for foreign monies to support the 

had their bank accounts closed by the state 
on unfounded allegations that their money 

82  
In literature and policy today, there is a 
strong view that liberal democracy which 
advocates for citizens participation in 

CONNECTING CONFLICT RESOLUTION WITH 

DEMOCRATIZATION PROCESSES IN EASTERN AFRICA
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decision making, free speech, freedom 
of association and assembly, free and fair 

democracy opens doors to a multiplicity 
of dialogues helps various groups to talk, 

Community Democracies has advanced a 

are not only goods in and of themselves, 
but also the most promising path to peace 
and security in an increasingly turbulent 

83 It has been demonstrated that 
while the rise of democracy since the end 

in inter-state wars, on the other hand, 

tremendously, largely due the rise of 
extremist groups, and also the failure of 
states to live to their social and political 

84 The issue is that while 
democracy promises to be accountable, 

are plagued by elite corruption and state 

Mangala, 

capture, repressive laws and policies, and 
failure of governments to deliver services 
such as quality education, healthcare 

with lack of services and governments’ 
abuse of human rights, and vote-rigging 

and criminality have been growing in 

terror group activities, yet there is a need 

The momentum for liberal democracy in 

and early 2000, there was a great promise 

the region, the experiment with the multi-
party system has come to be characterized 
by dominant ruling parties, which have 
put in place various types of restrictions 
on opposition parties rendering them 
ineffective as contenders for power85 In 
a number of cases, the elections which 
usually are marked by various types of 
irregularities, have also led to violent 

Eastern Africa governments 
have on several occasions 

accused CSOs working as agents 
of foreign interests or conduits 
for foreign monies to support 

the opposition parties.
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Kenyan elections of 2007, and Ugandan 
elections of 2011 were followed by 

the pre-election period as well as the 

is characterized by violations of human 
rights and disregard of the rule of law, 
with security forces literally taking over 

the October 2020 elections in Tanzania  
87 

were characterized by security forces 
unleashing violence on opposition 

were also compounded by transgressions 
on civil liberties, individual rights, and 
clampdown on the organizational 

In addition, the democratic principle 

of checks and balances where different 
branches of government check abuses 
and failures of each other have been 
greatly compromised where a particular 
ruling party has been in power for a 

circulate themselves in all the branches of 

the opposition groups seeking redress of 

In the context of chronic ethnic identity 

the state perceive themselves as having 
a right to do so, even if they mostly 

This client-patron politics has the ripple 

other ‘marginalised groups’ 
against the state.
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This study concludes that there is no single approach that is fully capable of resolving 

remained narrow-focused, and needs to broaden to take care of new approaches such 

From the foregoing, the following recommendations are suggested for furtherance of 

should work closely with partners, including UNESCO, to transform the education 
sector, including in particular, reviewing and revising existing curricula, incorporating 

CONCLUSION AND POLICY 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

14
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University Curricula

1) Universities, and in particular, social sciences and humanities faculties must take steps to develop 
and strengthen the capacity of young researchers in research design and methodology, by 

2) Universities should work with regional social science and humanities research networks to take 
steps to develop interdisciplinary courses bringing together social sciences and natural sciences, 

Social Sciences, Humanities and Policy Linkages 

3) Policymakers and social sciences and humanities researchers at the national and regional levels 
must put in place mechanisms to facilitate regular dialogues between the lecturers, students and 
policy makers, to ensure that knowledge produced in institutions of higher education contributes 
to the development and shaping of national and regional policies and approaches to peace and 

4) 

Social and Human Dynamics Climate Change 

5) Governments should work with universities to build knowledge on climate change, develop and 
strengthen the capacities resilience capacities of local communities, many of who depend on 
agriculture and pastoralism for their livelihood, to mitigate the social and human consequences 

 Women, Peace and Security

6) Policymakers, working closely with universities and institutions of higher education should 
address the contextual issues of poverty, inequalities and structural discrimination that make 

7) Governments should work with universities should to establish and strengthen research and 
documentation centres, dedicated to study and understand challenges faced by women vis-à-

Regional Integration and International Cooperation

8) Capitalizing on regional integration schemes, UNESCO should work with governments in the 
region to promote cooperation and exchange among universities, through the signing of MOUs 

9) UNESCO should work with governments and universities to promote inter-university 

10) Governments and university research communities should establish mechanisms through which 
universities can meaningfully contribute to strengthen the capacity of governments in negotiating 
agreements and contracts related to extractive industries, the environment, migration and 

Opening Democratic Spaces and Engagement

11) UNESCO should work with governments, Universities and Civil Society to train young people in 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
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For further information, Contact: 

Ngandeu Ngatta, Hugue Charnie | hc.ngandeu-ngatta@unesco.org

UN Complex in Gigiri, Nairobi, Kenya. 


	CONTENTS

