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The Connective “Pubic” and the Chinese Logic of Citizenship Education

QIU Kun-shu', YAN Yajun®
(1. Institute of Private Higher Education, Zhejiang Shuren University, Hangzhou 310015, Chinaj;
(2. Department of Education, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310028, China)

Abstract: Cultural tradition has pre-conditionality on citizensship education. From the point of view of
cultural tradition, the “public” in citizenship education has different meaning in China and the West; Chi-
nese “public” is mainly a kind of connective “public”, while the western “public” mainly means domanial
“public”. This leads to the difference in Chinese and modern western main stream values. The former em-
phasizes the common goodness of the whole society, social responsibility and virtue which is favorable to
harmony, while the later emphasizes individualist rights and priority of freedom. They represent two kinds
of ethics language and position. It is essential to maintain high cultural awareness for the implementation
of citizenship education in China and the localization of exotic “citizenship education”. Guided by Marxism
and rooted in Chinese cultural tradition, Chinese citizenship education should be based on “people in rela-
tion”, use the actual support of “state-society” cooperation, and offer ultimate concern to “the free and
comprehensive development of human”.

Key words: cultural tradition; connective public; domanial public; citizenship education
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